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The  Renowned  Out°law« 


Both  gentlemen  and  yeomen  "bold, 

or  whatever  you  are  i 
To  hear  a  stately  story  told, 

attention  now  prepare : 

is  a  tale  of  Robin  Hood, 

that  I  to  you  will  tell ; 
Which  being  rightly  understood, 

I  know  will  please  you  well. 

This  Robin  (so  much  talk'd  on) 

was  once  a  man  of  fame. 
Entitled  Earl  of  Huntington, 

lord  Robin  Hood  by  name : 
In  courtship  and  magnificence, 

his  carriage  won  liim  praise. 
And  greater  favour  with  his  prince^ 

than  any  In  his  days. 


In  bounteous  lil)erality, 
he  too  much  did  exceU 
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And  loved  men  of  quality, 
more  than  exceeding  well. 

His  great  revenues  all  he  sold, 
for  wine  and  costly  cheer  j 

He  kept  three  hundred  bowmen  hold, 
he  shooting  lov'd  so  deal 

No  archer  living  in  his  time, 

with  him  might  well  compare  ; 
He  practiced  all  his  youthful  prime 

that  exercise  most  rare. 
At  last,  hy  his  profound  expence, 

he  had  consumed  his  wealth ; 
And  being  out-law'd  by  his  prince. 

In  woods  he  liv'd  by  stealth. 

The  Abbot  of  St  Mary's  rich, 

to  whom  he  money  ow^ed ; 
His  hatred  to  the  Earl  was  such, 

that  he  his  downfall  wrought ; 
So  being  out-la w^ed,  as  'tis  told, 

he  with  a  crew  went  forth. 
Of  lusty  cutters,  stout  and  bold, 

and  robbed  in  the  North. 

Amongst  the  rest,  one  Little  John, 

a  yeoman  bold  and  free. 
Who  could  (if  It  stood  him  upon) 

with  ease  encounter  thm 
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One  hundred  men  m  all  he  got, 

with  whom,  the  story  says. 
Three  hundred  common  men  durst  not 

hold  combat  any  ways. 

The  Yorkshh'e  woods  frequented  much, 

and  Lancashire  also ; 
Wherein  the  practices  were  such 

that  they  wrought  muokle  woe. 
None  rich  durst  travel  to  and  fro, 

tho'  ne'er  so  strongly  arm'd  ; 
But  by  these  thieves,  so  strong  in  shew, 

they  still  were  rob'd  and  harm'd. 

His  chiefest  spite  to  the  clergy  was, 

that  llv'd  in  monstrous  pride ; 
No  one  of  them  he  could  let  pass 

along  the  highway  side ; 
But  first  they  must  to  dinner  go, 

and  afterwards  to  shift ; 
Full  many  a  one  he  served  so, 

tkus  while  he  llv'd  by  theft* 

No  monks  or  friars  he  would  let  go, 

without  paying  their  fees ; 
If  they  thouglit  much  to  be  used  sd, 

their  gear  he  made  them  leave. 
For  such  as  they  the  country  fill'd 

with  bastards  in  thoge  davs  ; 
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Which  to  prevent  those  sparks  did  geld 
all  that  came  In  their  ways. 


But  Rohin  Hood  so  gently  was^ 

and  bore  so  brave  a  mind. 
If  any  in  distress  should  pass, 

to  them  he  was  so  kind. 
That  he  would  give  and  lend  to  them, 

to  help  them  in  their  need ; 
Thus  made  all  poor  men  pray  for  him 

and  wish  he  well  might  speed. 

The  widow  and  the  fatherless 

he  would  send  means  unto  ; 
And  those  who  famine  did  oppx'ess, 

found  him  a  friendly  foe : 
Nor  would  he  do  the  woman  wrong, 

but  see  her  safe  convey'd ; 
He  would  protect  with  power  strong, 

All  those  who  crav'd  his  aid. 

The  Abbot  of  St.  Mary's  then, 

who  undid  him  before. 
Was  riding  wuth  his  two  hundred  men, 

and  gold  and  silver  store 
-  But  Robin  Hood  upon  him  set 

wilh  his  courageous  sparks. 
And  all  tlie  coin  by  force  did  get, 

which  was  twelve  thousands  merks. 


He  bound  the  Abbot  to  a  tree, 

and  would  not  let  him  pass. 
Before  tliat  (to  his  men  and  he^ 

Ills  lordsliip  said  a  mass. 
Which  being  done,  upon  his  horse 

he  set  Iiini  fjist  astride. 
And  witli  his  face  the  con tr air  course, 

he  forced  him  to  ride. 

His  men  were  forc'd  to  be  his  guide,' 

for  he  rode  backwards  home ; 
The  Abbot  being  thus  vilified, 

did  sorely  chafe  and  foam. 
Thus  Robin  Hood  did  vindicatd 

his  former  wrongs  receiv'd ; 
For  'twas  the  covetous  prelate, 

that  him  of  land  bereav'd. 

The  Abbot  he  rode  to  the  king, 

with  all  the  haste  he  could ; 
And  to  his  grace  he  every  thing 

exactly  did  unfold : 
And  said,  that  if  no  course  was  ta'ra 

(by  force  or  stratagem) 
To  take  thi?  rebel  and  his  train, 

no  man  could  pass  for  them* 

^^eking  protested  by  and  by, 
unto  the  Abtot  then. 
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That  Rotin  Hood  with  "speed  ihouH  ii^ 

with  all  his  merry  men  : 
But  ere  the  king  did  any  send, 

he  did  another  feat. 
Which  did  his  grace  much  more  offend* 

the  fact  indeed  was  great. 

For  in  a  short  time  after, 

the  king's  receiver's  went 
Towards  London  with  the  coin  they  got 

for's  highness's  northern  rent. 
Bold  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John, 

with  the  rest  of  their  train. 
Not  dreading  law,  set  them  upon, 

and  did  their  gold  obtain. 

The  king  much  moved  at  the  same, 

and  th'  Abbot's  talk  also, 
In  this  his  anger  did  proclaim, 

and  sent  words  to  and  fro. 
That  whosoe'er  alive  or  dead, 

could  bring  him  Robin  Hood, 
Should  have  one  thousand  merks  well  paidt 

In  gold  and  silver  good. 

This  promise  of  the  king's  did  mak 

full  many  a  yeoman  bold. 
Attempt  stout  Robin  Hood  to  take 

with  all  the  force  they  could 


But  still  when  any  came  to  him, 
within  the  gay  green  wood ; 

And  wanted  for  to  speak  to  him, 
his  men  in  order  stood. 


He  shew'd  to  them  such  martial  sport 

with  his  long  bow  and  arrow. 
That  they  of  him  did  give  repor* 

how  that  it  was  great  sorrow. 
That  such  a  worthy  man  as  he, 

should  thus  be  put  to  shift , 
Being  of  late  a  lord  of  high  degree, 

of  living  quite  bereft. 

The  king  to  take  him  more  and  more, 

sent  men  of  meikle  might ; 
But  he  and  his  still  beat  them  sore, 

and  conquer'd  them  in  fight ; 
Or  else  with  love  and  courtesy 

to  him  he  won  their  hearts ; 
Thus  still  he  liv'd  by  robbery, 

throughout  tlie  northern  parts. 

And  all  the  country  stood  in  dread. 

of  Robin  and  his  men  ; 
For  stouter  lads  ne'er  liv'd  by  bread 

n  those  days,  nor  since  then ; 
The  Abl)ot  which  before  I  nam'd, 

sought  all  tlie  means  he  could, 
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To  have  by  force  tin's  rebel  ta'en, 
and  his  adherents  bold. 


Therefore  he  arm'd  five  hundred  men 

with  furniture  complete ; 
But  the  out-laws  slew  half  of  them 

and  made  the  rest  retreat ; 
The  long  bow  and  the  arrow  keen, 

they  were  so  used  unto, 
That  still  he  hept  the  forest  green 

In  spite  of  the  proudest  foe. 

Twelve  of  the  Abbot's  men  he  took, 

who  came  to  have  him  ta'en ; 
When  all  the  rest  the  field  forsook, 

these  he  did  entertain 
With  banqueting  and  merriment 

and,  having  used  them  well, 
He  to  their  landlord  them  safely  sent, 

and  will'd  them  him  to  tell. 

That  if  he  would  be  pleased  at  last 

to  beg  of  our  good  king, 
That  he  might  pardon  what  v/as  past, 

and  him  to  favour  bring : 
He  would  surrender  back  again 

the  money,  which  before 
Was  taken  by  him  and  his  men 

from  him  and  mej.ny  morQ, 
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Poor  men  niiglit  safely  pass  by  him, 

and  some  that  way  would  chuse ; 
For  well  they  knew,  that  to  help  them, 

he  ever  more  did  use. 
But  where  he  knew  a  miser  rich 

til  at  did  the  poor  oppress. 
To  feel  his  coin  his  hands  did  itch, 

he'd  have  it  more  or  less. 

And  sometimes  when  the  high  way  fail 

then  he  his  courage  rouses  ; 
He  and  his  men  have  oft  assail'd 

Such  rich  men  in  their  houses. 
So  that  thro'  dread  of  Rohin  then, 

and  his  advent'rous  crew. 
The  misers  kept  great  store  of  nj<3n, 

which  else  maintained  hut  few. 

King  Richard,  of  that  name  the  first, 

sur-named  Cceur  de  Lion ; 
Went  to  defeat  the  Pagans  cursti 

who  kept  the  coasts  of  Sion. 
The  hishop  of  Ely,  chancellor, 

was  the  vice-roy  here  ; 
Who,  like  a  potent  emperor, 

did  proudly  domineer. 

Onr  chronicles  of  hi  in  report, 
that  commonly  he  rode. 


With  a  thousa*nd  horse  from  court  to  coiut, 

where  he  would  make  abode : 
He  riding  down  towards  the  north, 

with  his  aforesaid  train  ; 
Rohin  and  men  did  issue  forth, 

them  all  to  entertain. 

And  with  the  gallant  grey  goose  wlng^ 

they  shew'd  to  them  such  play. 
They  made  their  horses  kick  and  fling, 

and  down  their  riders  lay. 
Fi^ll  glad  and  fain  the  bishop  was, 

for  all  his  thousand  men, 
To  seek  what  means  he  could  to  pass 

From  out  of  Robin's  ken. 

Two  hundred  of  his  men  were  kilFd, 

and  fourscore  horses  good  ; 
Thirty,  who  did  as  captives  yield, 

were  carried  to  the  green  wood  ; 
Which  afterwards  were  ransomed 

for  twenty  merks  a  man. 
The  rest  set  spurs  to  horse  and  fled 

to  the  town  of  Warrington. 

S''he  Bishop  sore  enraged  then, 

did  in  king  Richard's  name. 
Muster  up  a  power  of  northern  men 

these  out-laws  bold  to  tame ; 
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But  Robin  with  his  courtesy, 

ito  won  the  meanest  sort, 
That  they  were  loth  on  him  to  try 

what  rigour  did  import. 

So  that  hold  Rohin  and  his  train, 

did  live  unhurt  by  them. 
Until  King  Richard  eame, 

from  fair  Jerusalem 
And  then  the  talk  of  Robin  Hood, 

his  royal  ears  did  fill ; 
His  grace  admir'd  that  in  the  green  wood 

be  was  continued  still. 

So  that  the  country  far  and  near, 

did  give  him  great  applause 
But  none  of  them  need  stand  in  fear, 

but  such  as  broke  the  laws 
He  wished  well  unto  the  king. 

and  pray'd  still  for  his  health 
And  never  practised  any  thing, 

against  his  common-wealth 

Only  because  he  w^as  undone 

by  the  cruel  clergy  then  ; 
All  means  that  he  could  think  upon, 

to  vex  such  cruel  men. 
He  enterpris'd  with  hateful  spleen. 

In  which  he  was  to  blame. 
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For  fault  0  some  to  wreck  his  teen, 
©n  all  that  by  him  came. 


With  wealth  which  he  hy  robbery  got, 

eight  aim-houses  he  built ; 
Thinking  thereby  to  purge  the  blot 

of  blood  which  he  had  spilt ; 
Such  was  their  blind  devotion  then, 

depending  on  their  works  ; 
"Which,  if  'twere  true,  we  Christians 

Inferior  were  to  Turks, 

But  to  speak  true  of  Robin  Hood 

and  wrong  him  not  a  jot 
Yet  never  would  shed  any  man's  blcod 

that  him  invaded  not : 
Nor  would  he  injure  husbandmen, 

that  toil  at  cart  or  plough ; 
For  well  he  knew  were't  not  for  iheni, 

to  live  no  man  knew  how. 

The  king  in  person,  with  some  lords 

to  Nottingham  did  ride. 
To  try  what  strength  and  skill  affords, 

to  crush  the  out-laws  pride : 
And  as  he  once  before  had  done, 

he  did  again  proclaim. 
That  whosoever  would  take  upon^ 

to  bring  to  Not  nghan',, 
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Or  any  place  witlnn  the  lands, 

rebellions  Robin  Hood, 
Should  be  preferred  In  place  to  stand 

willi  those  of  noble  blood. 
When  Robin  heard  of  the  same 

within  a  little  spai;e. 
Into  the  town  of  Nottinghamj 

a  letter  to  his  grace  ' 

He  shot  upon  an  arrow  head, 

one  evening  cunningly ; 
Which  was  brought  to  the  king  and  read, 

before  his  majesty : 
The  tenor  of  the  letter  was, 

that  Robin  would  submit. 
And  be  true  liege-man  to  liis  grace, 

In  any  thing  that's  fit. 

So  that  his  highness  would  forgive 

him  and  his  merry  men  all  ; 
If  not,  he  must  in  the  green  wood  live» 

and  take  what  chance  did  fall. 
The  king  would  fain  have  pardon'd  him, 

but  that  some  lords  did  say. 
This  precedent  will  much  condemn 

your  grace  another  day. 

While  that  the  king  anti  lords  did  stay 
debating  on  this  thing, 
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Some  of  the  out-laws  fled  awajr 

unto  the  Scottish  king ; 
For  they  supposed  if  he  was  ta'en, 

or  to  the  king  did  yield. 
By  the  commons  all  the  rest  of's  train^ 

full  quickly  would  be  quell'd^ 

Of  more  than  full  an  hundred  uien, 

but  forty  tarried  still. 
Who  were  resolved  to  stick  to  him 

let  fortune  work  her  will : 
If  none  had  fled,  all  for  his  sake 

had  got  their  pardon  free  ; 
The  king  to  favour  meant  to  take 

his  merry  men  and  he. 

But  ere  the  pardon  to  him  came^ 

this  famous  archer  died : 
His  death  and  manner  of  the  same^ 

^11  presently  describe ; 
For  being  vex'd  to  think  upon 

his  followers  revolt. 
In  melancholy  passion 

he  did  recount  his  fault. 

Perfidious  traitors,  said  he  tliei\ 

In  all  your  dangers  past. 
Have  1  you  guarded  as  my  men^ 

to  leave  me  thus  at  last  I 
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f  his  sad  perplexity  did  caus« 

a  fever,  as  some  say. 
Which  him  into  confusion  drawf, 

though  in  a  stranger  way. 

This  deadly  danger  to  prevent, 

he  hied  him  with  all  speed 
Into  a  nunnery,  with  intent 

for  his  health's  sake  to  bleed, 
A  faithless  friar  did  there  pretend, 

In'*love,  to  let  him  blood ; 
Bu  he  by  falseness  wrought  the  en 

of  famous  Robin  Hood* 

The  friar,  as  some  say,  did  this 

to  vindicate  the  wrong 
Which  to  the  clergy  him  and  hit 

had  done  by  power  strong. 
Thus  died  he  by  treachery, 

who  could  not  die  by  force  t 
Had  he  llv'4,  longer,  certainly 

king  Richard,  in  remorse. 

Had  into  favour  him  received, 
his  brave  men  elevated ; 

'Tis  pity  he  was  of  live  bereaved, 
by  one  that  he  so  hated : 

A  treacherous  leech  this  friar  wal 
to  let  him  bleed  to  death  i 
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And  Rotln  was  rnethinlcs  an  ass^ 
to  trust  him  with  his  breath. 


His  corps  the  prioress  of  the  place^ 

(the  day  next  that  he  died,) 
Caused  to  he  buried  (in  mean  case) 

Close  by  the  high-way  side ; 
And  over  him  she  caus'd  a  stone 

to  be  fixed  in  the  ground 
An  epitaph  was  set  thereon, 

wberein  his  name  was  found, 

11 1 e  day  of  the  year,  and  date  also, 

she  made  to  be  set  on  there. 
That  all  that  by  that  way  did  go, 

might  see  it  plain  appear  i 
That  such  a  man  as  Robin  Hood, 

was  buried  in  that  place: 
And  how  he  liv'd  in  the  green  wood, 

and  robb'd  there  for  a  space. 

It  seems  that  lIio'  xIiq  clergy  he 

had  put  to  miickle  woe, 
He  should  not  quite  forgotten  be, 

altho'  he  was  their  foe : 
This  woman  tin/  ishe  did  him  hate, 

yet  lov'd  his  memory  ; 
And  thought  it  a  wonderous  pity  that 

his  fame  with  him  should  die. 
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ITis  epitapli,  as  records  tell, 

vvltlim  these  hundred  years 
By  many  ^Yas  discerned  well, 

hut  time  all  thing  out-wears. 
His  followers,  when  he  was  dead 

were  some  received  to  grace ; 
The  rest  to  foreign  countries  fled, 

and  left  their  native  place. 

And  though  his  funeral  was  but  mean, 

this  woman  had  in  mind, 
That  his  fame  should  be  burled  clean, 

from  those  that  came  behind  t 
For  certainly  before,  nor  since, 

no  man  e'er  understood, 
Under  the  reign  of  any  prince, 

of  one  like  Robin  Houd 

Pull  thirteen  years  and  something  more, 

these  out-laws  lived  thus, 
Fear'd  of  the  rich,  lov'd  of  the  poor, 

a  tiling  most  marvellous 
A  thing  impossible  to  us 

tills  story  seems  to  be : 
None  dare  be  now  so  venturous, 

but  times  are  cliang'd  we  see. 

We  that  live  in  tliose  bitter  days 
.    of  civil  government, 


2U 

(If  need  Le)  have  an  hundred  ways 

such  out-la'ws  to  prevent, 
in  those  days  men  more  barbarous  were, 

and  lived  less  in  awe ; 
Now,  God  be  thanked,  people  fear, 

more  to  offend  the  law. 

No  roaring  guns  were  then  in  use, 

they  dreamt  of  no  such  thing ; 
Our  Englishmen  in  fight  did  chuse, 

the  gallant  grey  goose  wing ; 
In  which  activity  those  men, 

through  practice  were  so  good, 
TLat  in  those  days  none  cquall'd  them^ 

especially  Robin  Hood, 

So  that  it  seems  keeping  in  caves, 

in  woods  and  forests  thick. 
They'd  beat  a  multitude  with  staves, 

their  arrows  did  so  prick ; 
And  none  durst  near  unto  them  come, 

unless  in  courtesy ; 
All  such  he  bravely  would  send  homo 

with  mirth  and  jollity. 

Which  courtesy  won  him  such  iov«, 

as  I  before  have  told ; 
'Twas  the  chief  cause  that  he  did  piwa 

more  prosperous  than  he  w^uld ; 
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Let  us  1)6  thankful  for  these  times 
of  plenty,  truth,  and  peace  ; 

And  leave  our  great  and  horrid  crimeij 
lest  they  cause  this  to  cease. 

I  know  there's  many  feigned  tales, 

of  Robin  and  his  crew, 
But  chronicles  which  seldom  fail, 

report  this  to  he  true ; 
Let  none  then  think  this  is  a  lie, 
•    for  if  ^twere  put  to  the  worst. 
They  might  the  truth  descry, 

in  reign  of  Richard  the  first. 

If  any  reader  please  to  try, 

as  I  direction  shew. 
The  truth  of  this  brave  history, 

he'll  find  it  true  I  know : 
And  I  shall  think  my  labour  well 

bestow'd  to  purpose  good, 
When't  shall  be  said,  that  I  did  tell 

tru6  tales  of  Robin  Hood. 
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The  EpUapli  wliicli  tlie  Prioress  of  the  Mon- 
astry  of  Kirkslay  in  Yorksliire,  set  over 
Robin  Hood,  wKidi  (as  before  mentioned) 
was  to  be  read  within  these  hundred  years, 
though  In  old  broken  English,  much  to  the 
same  sense  and  meaning. 

Decenibrls  quarto  Die  1 198.    Anno  Regn? 
Richardi,  Primi  IX. 

Robert,  Earl  of  Huntington,        ■  - 
Lies  under  this  little  stone ; 
No  archer  was  like  him  so  good,  '  ■ 

His  wildness  nam'd  him  Robin  Hood, 
Full  thirteen  years  and  romething  more. 
These  northern  parts  he  vexed  sore 
Such  out-laws  as  he  and  his  men 
May  England  never  know  again. 


FINIS, 
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THE  WATER  DRINKER. 
A  bonnet-laird  in  the  vicinity  of  Glasgow,  who 
was  given  to  indulge  too  freely  in  ardent  spirits, 
came  at  last  to  the  resolution  of  eschewing  the  evil, 
by  becoming  a  member  of  the  Temperance  Society. 
With  this  purpose  he  went  to  Glasgow,  and  inquir- 
ed of  a  friend  where  he  should  enrol  his  name. 
^  I'm  just  resolved,'  he  said,  ^  to  drap  the  whisky 
a'thegither,  and  tak'  naething  stronger  than  water/ 
The  friend,  who  was  a  wag,  informed  him  that  there 
were  several  Temperance  Societies  in  town,  but  the 
chief  one,  and  the  one  which  he  would  advise  him 
to  enter,  was  The  Glasgow  Water  Ccmpany.  Be^ 
ing  directed  to  the  office  of  that  Company,  the  fol- 
lowing dialogue  took  place : 

*  I  wish,  gentlemen,  to  become  a  member  of  your 
society.' 

You  wish  to  take  a  share  in  our  company  ?' 
'  Deed  do  I,  sirs ;  for  1  think  there's  naething 
like  water  after  a'/ 

*  To  be  sure,  it  is  essential  to  life.  The  gentle- 
man who  disposes  of  shares  will  be  here  presently 
if  you  can  wait.' 

*  Oh,  I  can  wait  brawly.     And  is  there  mony 
now  in  Glasgow  friendly  to  your  Society  !' 

'  Why,  we  have  to  fight  against  a  good  deal  of  • 
opposition,  as  you  m.ay  have  heard.' 

*  That's  a  pity.    It  wad  save  moHj  a  sairhead 


24 

and  sair  heart  if  the  folk  o'  the  town  were  a*  o* 
your  mind,' 

*  Yes>  but  that  is  scarcely  to  he  looked  for/ 
Na,  na — sae  lang  as  puir  human  nature  is  what 

it  is.  But  tell  me,  gentlemen.  In  real  earnest, 
docs  none  o'  ye  ever  taste  whislcy  V 

(A  laugh)  '  Why,  there's  no  denying  we  may 
take  a  glass  like  our  neighbours  at  times.' 

*  Ay,  I  jaloused  as  much  from  your  looks.  And 
were  ye  just  desperately  gl'en  to  the  dram  before 
you  cam'  here?' 

*  What  do  you  mean,  you  old  quiz  ? — There 
comes  the  gentleman  with  whom  you  have  to  deal ' 

Weel,  sir,  I  was  wanting  to  enrol  myself  in 
your  company.' 

*  You  wish  a  share,  sir  ?  The  price  per  share  is 
£85  at  present.' 

*  Eighty-live  pounds  for  entering  a  water  society  1 
D'ye  tak  me  for  an  idiot  ? 

*  It  is  not  a  farthing  lower,  and  has  not  been 
this  twelve  month.' 

*  Gae  wa'— gae  wa'  sir  !  Eighty-five  pounds  for 
drinking  water  !  If  that's  the  case.  Til  stick  by 
the  speerit  trade  yet,' 


